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CITY OF GLOUCESTER 
  CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, October 6, 2010 - 7:00 PM 

 
CITY HALL, KYROUZ AUDITORIUM 

ROBERT GULLA, CHAIRMAN 
 
Members Present:     Staff:  
Robert Gulla, Chair      Lisa Press, Agent          
Ann Jo Jackson, Co Chair     Pauline Doody, Recording Clerk 
John Feener, Commissioner 
Steve Phillips, Commissioner 
Charles Anderson, Commissioner  
Barry Gradwohl, Commissioner 
Arthur Socolow, Commissioner- Absent 
 
Items may be heard 15 minutes before their scheduled time. 
 
I. 1-5 minutes maximum, review of amended, updated or final information, status reviews, modifications, 
signing decisions etc. 

 
28-1947- sign duplicate OOC 
Ms. Press stated that this OOC is for 87 Wingaersheek, The original was lost and 
the date of issue was in 2008. 
 
28-1769 Finalize conditions 
Bill Manuell, Wetlands and Land Management 
Mr. Manuell stated that this is for the project is for Eastern Point Blvd. There was 
a discussion about blasting but it was not disapproved. In the boilerplate of 
conditions, it was left unclear if blasting was allowed or not and the condition 
wasn’t deleted. He stated that the project is across from Niles Beach. We need 
clarification on this issue 
 

Motion: To approve blasting for the DEP 28-1769, 10 Eastern Point Blvd 
1st:John Feener 
2nd:Charles Anderson 
Vote: Approved 5-1 with Steve Phillips abstaining 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Mike DeRosa, DeRosa Environmental, Ipswich, MA 
Mr. DeRosa read a prepared statement to the commission regarding the work that had been 
done on Essex Avenue. He stated that at no time did they participate in any way nor were they 
consulted on any work that has occurred on the property. The owners of the property conducted 
their own borings and removal 40 cubic yards of contaminated soil. 
Ms. Press stated that there has been some motor oil found near the garage area. The current 
owner hired an LSP and took out 40 cubic yards of contaminated soil. They should have filed to 
do the work and an enforcement order has been sent because they are in a resource area. We 
need to advertise, because abutters may come in and say that this was done without proper 
permits. 
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III MINUTES REVIEW 
Motion: To approve the minutes for the June 16th Conservation Meeting 
1st:Barry Gradwhol 
2nd:Charles Anderson 
Vote: All approved 6-0 
 
IV PUBLIC HEARING approximately 7:15 PM 

A. Continuation – 28-2089- 644 Washington Street, Notice of Intent submitted by 
Gary Benton, to construct an addition, to a dwelling with a cantilevered deck in 
buffer to and riverfront resource area. (Map 113 lot 7). 

 
Presenter: Bill Manuell, Wetlands and Land management 
Mr. Manuell stated that there was a site visit with Ms. Press, Dave Sargent and Jim 
Caulkett and Dave Sargent submitted some comments. His first comments weren’t very 
specific; also in the interim some photos were submitted of what the deck will look like in 
a mock up. The existing home is doing all of the shading. The deck as proposed 
impacted an additional shadow slightly. Dave Sargent suggested reducing the width of 
the deck by 1 foot, which has been done and the revised plan has been submitted. The 
site will be monitored for two years for information on the health of the salt marsh for the 
commission. A control plot will be established on the marsh in a sunny area and then 
establish two plots where the deck will be and then the results will be submitted on an 
annual basis. Mr. Manuell read the letter to commission from Dave Sargent regarding 
the site and proposed project. (Available for review at the Community Development 
Office, 3 Pond Rd) 
 
Commission Comments: 
Mr. Gradwohl asked if this is now totally on 644 Washington st or does it project onto 
another lot? 
Mr. Manuell stated that is it on the lot. 
Ms. Press stated that part of the issue of the shading of the deck becomes moot 
because the house is going up a story.   
Mr. Gulla stated that the existing structure had shadow and the growth looks okay. 
Mr. Manuell stated that this is the point. The primary angle of sunlight is from the 
western and southern skies so it is not till the afternoon that the sun gets around and 
hits this marsh and at that point an elevated deck would have no impact.  
Mr. Gulla stated that this is a good time of year to get a good average of what the 
shade would do to the vegetation. 
 
Public Comment:  
Bertram Wolfsan, 81 Riverview Rd, Gloucester, MA. 
Mr. Wolfsan stated that Robert owns the land and has tenants on it and should they 
have a say. He told the commission of his health.  The workman will be at this site early 
and I can’t take it and the doctor said I am fortunate to be alive. He stated that the 
applicant already has 3 decks; they want to build another one. The reason for it is to 
make the house more saleable. 
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Mr. Gulla stated that the commission can only look at the impacts to the environment 
and if they are acceptable. He suggested putting his concerns in writing to have in the 
file. 
 
Robert Zerbe, 81 Riverview Rd, Gloucester, MA. 
Mr. Zerba’s was concerned that this is allowed then anyone who owns property on the 
water they will be allowed to build over the marsh grass.  
Mr. Gulla stated that each project is different and they are evaluated individually. That 
is why is this commission is in place.  
 
James Murray, 637 Washington Street Gloucester, MA. 
Mr. Murray stated that he is the son-in-law of the owner of 637 Washington St and is 
speaking on their behalf. He stated that they are very concerned about the impacts and 
affect on the area and stated he was shocked at how big it is. 
Mr. Gulla asked for Mr. Murray to put his concerns in writing. 
Mr. Feener stated that it looked like a tree had been illegally pruned located in the right 
of way area. 
 
Gary Benton, 15 Thistle Street, Beverly Farms, MA. 
Mr. Benton stated that Mr. Zerbe owns the Right of Way and he takes responsibility for 
mowing and pruning. 
Mr. Gulla: asked if Mr. Benton cut any tops of any trees. 
Mr. Benton stated he did not. However, he did remove ivy that was growing over the 
fence. 
Mr. Gulla stated that no vegetation in the buffer could be removed without speaking the 
City’s agent or Commission.   
 
Conditions: 

• Deck to remain pervious and cannot be enclosed in the future 
 

Motion: To approve 644 Washington Street submitted by Gary Benton, to 
construct an addition, to a dwelling with a cantilevered deck in buffer to and 
riverfront resource area. (Map 113 lot 7).  
 
1st:John Feener 
2nd:Barry Gradwohl 
Vote: All approved 6-0 
 

B. Continuation- 28-2085- 101 Wingaersheek Road, Notice of Intent submitted by 
Mariann Shiel, to improve grading/drainage to site, install plantings and seasonal 
patios and walkways and install a lattice skirt to dwelling in barrier beach 
resource area. (Map 261 lot 27). 

 
Presenter: Bill Manuell, Wetlands and Land Management, Danvers, MA. 
Mr. Manuell stated that Mr. Gulla was there and they had looked at the planting 
scheme and the area of stone dust. A revised plan was submitted which shows less of 
the modular seasonal panels to be taken up. We also clarified the plan to make sure 
none of the vegetation extends into the 10-foot right of way.  
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Documentation was submitted for the structural engineering regarding the ponding 
under the house, and it was confirmed that the work needs to be addressed 
immediately as it could affect the stability of the piles. 
 
Commission Comments: 
Mr. Gulla stated that everything was as discussed. The landscaper is to come up with a 
very simple and non-impactful way of introducing sand under the house to displace the 
water. Also, we discussed that the walking panels need to be picked up and that trays 
for the panel would be created under the house. 
Mr. Manuell stated that one of the issues that arose was one of the staircases; the 
shingling went down to the ground. It will be removed and lattices will be put under the 
stairway, and under the stairway racks will be built and the panels will be stored there. 
Mr. Gulla clarified that one barrier would be taken away and open up another for some 
dune movement and utilize that area for rack storage 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Conditions: 

• Adding sand of light material 
• Planting on the side 
• Rack system for removable walkway 
• Removal of solid wall and introduction of some lattice 
• Pumping of sand from conveyer belt 
• None of the footings will be concrete only pervious pavers or the like. 
• Site visit after stone dust is removed 
 
Motion: To approve 101 Wingaersheek Road, submitted by Mariann Shiel, to 
improve grading/drainage to site, install plantings and seasonal patios and 
walkways and install a lattice skirt to dwelling in barrier beach resource area. 
(Map 261 lot 27). 

 
1st:Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd:Barry Gradwohl 
Vote: Approved 5-1 with John Feener abstaining 
 

C. New- 28-2094-42A Laurel Street, Notice of Intent submitted by Glen Chartier, to 
construct a 250’ boulder retaining wall in buffer to an inland resource area. (Map 
213 lot 59). 

 
Presenter: Matt Araneo, 3 Jacques Lane, Gloucester 
Mr. Araneo stated that the goal was to stabilize the slope because all the runoff is 
flowing down. He stated that some of the work was done last spring and would like to 
clean up the site and stabilize it. Pictures of the site were shown to the commission. 
He stated that the owner would like to plant Blueberry Bushes in between trees on the 
site. They will also add a couple of granite steps. 
 
Commission Comments: 
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Ms. Press stated to make sure; 
• Retaining wall is constructed with filter fabric 
• To make sure the Steeper slope doesn’t create runoff and silt. 
• Materials and construction vehicles will need to locate in that pullout no vehicles 

right up to the wetland. 
• The driveway needs gravel. It is just dirt and is getting washed away.  

Ms. Press also stated concern regarding the fill over the oak and ash tree. If the 
retaining wall is created it needs to have very little fill, just on the edge because you will 
go over root systems of the trees. 
Mr. Anderson asked for the height of the wall. 
Mr. Araneo stated it would be 2-3 feet high. They would be boulder walls backed with 
crushed stone and filter fabric. 
Mr. Feener asked how long the secondary driveway had been utilized. 
Mr. Araneo stated that he didn’t know. 
Mr. Feener pointed to a tree that the top was dying and that the driveway looked like it 
was installed about 7 years ago. The root system of the tree has decayed.  They are 
dying from the top down. He stated that they should install new trees now and close to 
resource. 
Mr. Gulla asked for clarification of the secondary driveway. 
Mr. Araneo stated the driveway was created to accommodate the vehicles for the 
homeowner. 
Ms. Press stated that the resource is across the street. 
Mr. Gulla stated that a barrier needs to be created for the runoff. The design of the 
gravel will have to be controlled. It needs to be pervious. Can’t have stone or soils 
sliding into the resource. 
Mr. Gradwohl stated that the driveway must be pervious and Mr. Araneo stated it would 
be. 
Ms. Press suggested getting rid of one parking area and the other could be planted for 
some mitigation. 
Mr. Araneo stated that it wouldn’t leave a lot of space for the vehicles. 
Mr. Gulla suggested that Mr. Araneo talk to the applicant and let them know that this is 
an ecologically sensitive site and that we are looking at it and that the commission is 
looking to get something back. 
Mr. Araneo stated that the site is being improved and would speak to the applicant 
about the suggestions made tonight. 
Mr. Gulla stated that this might have to be continued. He suggested to Mr. Araneo to go 
back to his client and have a complete package to present to the board. There is a lot o 
parking that was done illegally; putting packed stone does not make it pervious, need to 
deal with runoff etc. 
Mr. Araneo stated that the homeowner wants to get the project going and will be happy 
to do anything the commission wants him to do. 
Mr. Feener stated that if we address all the issues now he would not have to come 
back. 
Ms. Press stated that she may have compounded the project by asking the applicant to 
stabilize the driveway. 
Mr. Araneo stated that the driveway was never brought up before the site visit. 
Mr. Gulla stated that Mr. Araneo needs to re-file, these drives should not have put in 
place. 
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Public Comment: None 
Conditions: 

• No fill around the trees 
• Certified arborist to determine if the tree poses a threat by above ground  

walk by inspection to determine potential of failure and to determine if 
removal without mitigation 

 
Motion: To approve 42A Laurel Street, submitted by Glen Chartier, to construct a 
250’ boulder retaining wall in buffer to an inland resource area. (Map 213 lot 59). 

 
1st:Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd:Barry Gradwohl 
Vote: All approved 6-0 
 

D. Amend-28-1902 16 Cononicus Road, Peter Alcock, Jr.,  to amend an existing 
Order of Conditions  to alter the footprint to include porches on sonotubes and a 
covered entry on frost wall foundation in riverfront resource area. (Map 231 lot 
13). 

 
Presenter: Tobin Shulman, Siemesko & Burbridge, Beverly, MA. 
Mr. Shulman stated that the original order of conditions was in 2007. Mr. Shulman 
reviewed the updated plan with the commission, explaining the color codes changes 
opposed to the original plans. He stated that there would be two covered porches and a 
screened porch and the stairs and outdoor shower would be removed. (Plans are 
available for review at Community Development Office, 3 Pond Rd.) 
. 
Commission Comments: 
Mr. Feener asked for the numbers for impervious and pervious. 
Mr. Shulman stated that there is a net increase in impervious of 200 square feet. 
Mr. Gradwohl questioned offsetting impervious with pervious. 
Mr. Gulla stated that the commission has approved in the past the removal of 
impervious and use that as credit. He also stated that he was confident with the offsets 
so far. 
Mr. Feener asked the applicant to delineate the increase of mitigation area needed for 
the increase of impervious area. 2-1 mitigation needs to be done on that.  Please clarify 
the math done for the impervious. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Conditions: 

• Planting plan 
• Math for impervious to pervious to be clarified 
 
Motion:  To approve the amendment for 16 Cononicus Road, existing Order of 
Conditions to alter the footprint to include porches on sonotubes and a 
covered entry on frost wall foundation in riverfront resource area. (Map 231 lot 
13). 
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1st:Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd:Barry Gradwohl 
Vote: Approved 5-1 with Steve Phillips abstaining 
 
 
V.  PUBLIC HEARINGS approximately 8:15 PM 

A. New 30 Vine Street, Request for Determination submitted by David & Eileen 
Graves, to install a seasonal gangway and float in riverfront resource area. 
(Map112, Lot 99).   

 
Presenter: David Graves, 30 Vine Street, Gloucester, MA. 
Mr. Graves stated this is a request for a Gangway and a 10x20 float to be installed. 
Ms. Press stated that she, Dave Sargent, & Jim Caulkett visited the site and it would be 
attached from a granite outcrop and both structures are temporary 
 
Commission Comments: 
Ms. Press stated herself, Jim Caulkett and Dave Sargent went to the site and was 
impressed with the plan.  There are no impacts to shellfish beds. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Conditions: 

• Non toxic material- ACQ to be used  
 

B. Motion: To approve 30 Vine Street, submitted by David & Eileen Graves, to 
install a seasonal gangway and float in riverfront resource area. (Map112, Lot 
99).   

 
1st:Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd:Charles Anderson 
Vote: All approved 6-0 
 
Barry Gradwohl recused for 134 & 136 Hesperus Ave 
 

C. Continuation-28-2096- 134 & 136 Hesperus Avenue, Notice of Intent 
submitted by John Ferraro, to conduct site improvements for a new subdivision 
including; drainage, utilities, and roadway in buffer to an inland resource area. 
(Map 190 lots 41 & 61). 

 
Presenter: Tobin Shulman, Seimesko & Burbridge, Beverly, MA.  
Mr. Shulman stated that there are 2 properties in this area. The proposal is to create 
one additional housing lot on the west side of the property and to redevelop what is 
currently a driveway and turn it into a lane that services frontage for three properties.  
The house would be raised and removed and a new building envelope would be created 
toward the back near the ocean. There would be a new lot created on the western side 
of the property with a building envelope located at the wider section near the ocean. 
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The planning board did request we think about not requesting a waiver for the width of 
the road because they were concerned about the amount of added impervious.  
Mr. Gulla clarified the commission jurisdiction from the plan with Mr. Shulman and Ms. 
Press. (Plans are available for review at the Community Development Office, 3 Pond 
Rd) 
 
Curt Young, Wetlands and Preservation. 
Mr. Young reviewed the project plan again with the commission. He stated that there 
would be road improvement, removing a house and widening the roadway, improving 
drainage to the existing infrastructure at Hesperus Avenue to deal with the increase 
storm water runoff from the widened road coming into the property. By requesting the 
width of the proposed road  be reduced from 20 feet to 16 feet in order to reduce the 
amount of storm water runoff. There is additional 4 feet of impervious area. There are 
also some gravel shoulders that an emergency vehicle can get up on. 
Mr. Gulla asked if the math had been done for the mitigation. 
Ms. Press stated that the planning board and engineering wanted them to present 
tonight and we are meeting on the storm water to discuss how it moves through.  
It can’t finish with the commission until it has storm water review. 
Mr. Gulla stated that the commission needs to know what the impervious and pervious 
is. 
Mr. Feener suggested that the driveway to be extended with stone 
Mr. Young explained the storm water management system from the projected plan to 
the commission.  
 
Commission Comments: 
Mr. Feener stated that within the 100 foot marker where the driveway is you are going 
to put stone on the edge, you may want to do a management plan so the stone edge 
doesn’t keep on getting wider or plant vegetation to delineate the outside of the area. 
The cul-de-sac drainage which goes into the forested area, would like to determine what 
trees that the water is going into, because excessive water for certain trees are 
detrimental.   
 
Public Comment: None 
 

Motion: To continue 134 & 136 Hesperus Avenue, Notice of Intent submitted 
by John Ferraro, to conduct site improvements for a new subdivision 
including; drainage, utilities, and roadway in buffer to an inland resource area. 
(Map 190 lots 41 & 61). Date to be determined. 

 
1st: Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd: Charles Anderson 
Vote: Approved 5-0 Barry Gradwohl recused 
 
Barry Gradwohl rejoined commission 
Steve Phillips recused himself 
C. New- 17 River Road, Notice of Intent submitted by Annisquam Yacht Club, to 
replace approximately 100 wood pilings, repair or replace other structural framing, and 
re-point stone piers in a riverfront resource area. (Map 118 lot 16). 
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Presenter: John Judd, Gateway Consultants 
Mr. Judd reviewed the plan with the commission. (Plans are available for review at 3 
Pond Rd, Community Development Office.) Mr. Judd explained that supporting the 
structure is about 160 wood posts and 100 will be replaced. The project will take 18-20 
weeks since the work can only be done at low tide. The stone piers will be re pointed. 
The existing sewer pipe will be re refortified and re-laid to the structure. It will terminate 
into a step system. It is a maintenance project.  
There is no digging or pile driving. It will be hand dug and the existing holes will be 
reused. Some will need to be fortified. 
 
Commission Comments: 
Mr. Gulla asked how the environment is going to be protected. 
Mr. Judd stated that Dave Sargent had 6 recommendations.  
Mr. Feener suggested a daily tailgate meeting and would have a built in monitor. 
Ms. Press stated that the ideal thing would be to have a weekly meeting with Leslie or a 
bi weekly meeting with the applicant providing pictures of progression of work. 
Mr. Judd stated that there would be no access across the marsh. 
Mr. Feener stated that if hand digging exceed more than 24” that a photograph and 
phone call to the agent. Mr. Feener also asked where the post work would be done. 
Mr. Fenollosa stated that some work would have to be done in the field. 
Mr. Gulla stated that a cutting spot for the posts would have to be determined 
 
Public Comment: None 
Conditions: 

• ACQ materials only 
• All work to be done at low tide  
• If hand digging exceed more than 24” that a photograph and phone call to 

the agent. 
• Weekly meeting with Leslie or Bi-Weekly meeting with photographs of 

progression of work to be submitted to the Agent. 
 

Motion: To approve 17 River Road, submitted by Annisquam Yacht Club, to 
replace approximately 100 wood pilings, repair or replace other structural 
framing, and re-point stone piers in a riverfront resource area. (Map 118 lot 16). 
 
1st:Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd: Barry Gradwohl 
Vote: Approved 5-0 Steve Phillip recused 
 

D. New- 8 Drumhack Road, Notice of Intent submitted by Jack DeRaismes, to 
construct a new deck, conduct vegetation clearing for a path, and view shed 
maintenance in buffer to a vegetated wetland. (Map 136 lot 58). 

 
Steve Phillips rejoined the commission 
 
Presenter:Bill Manuell, Wetlands & Land Management 
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Mr. Manuell reviewed the site plan to the commission. He stated that there is a 
causeway that cuts off the wetland from the walking path. The deck is to be removed 
and be replaced with a wrap around deck. They will also create a stone patio that will 
allow infiltration and all of that work is in buffer zone. The landscaping has been 
neglected and the applicants want to recreate some lawn. There is a deeded right of 
way to the water for this property. They have reached an agreement with the neighbors 
and will cut a path from the lawn area to the other existing path. All erosion controls will 
be in place. The wraparound deck will be on sono tubes and will be constructed one 
story in the air. The patio will be flagstone. There is not a lot of earthwork to be done. 
The applicants would also like to do maintenance to the vegetation to keep their water 
view. 
 
Commission Comments: 
Ms. Press stated that she needs to see where the path is and was concerned with the 
amount of vegetation that would have to be removed for the path. 
Mr. Gradwohl stated that the patio has been indicated that it is impervious.  What is 
policy of flagstone on stone? 
Mr. Gulla stated that before anything goes forward, we need to know what is going 
down for the patio. 
Mr. Manuell stated that he would like to discuss mitigation for the vegetation removal. 
The applicants want to create more recreation space for the house and were wondering 
if there are other ways to achieve the mitigation standards. 
Ms. Press stated that the applicant could gain a lot of lawn outside of our jurisdiction 
Mr. Gulla recommended a site visit.  
Mr. Manuell agreed to a site visit. 
Mr. Feener stated that he would like to see some pictures of where the site has 
changed and where the wooded area has been creeping back in. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 

E. Motion: To continue Drumhack Road, Notice of Intent submitted by Jack 
DeRaismes, to construct a new deck, conduct vegetation clearing for a 
path, and view shed maintenance in buffer to a vegetated wetland. (Map 
136 lot 58) to October 20, 2010. 

1st: Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd:Charles Anderson 
Vote: All approved 6-0 
 
VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS approximately 9:15 PM 

A. New- 261 East Main Street, Notice of Intent submitted by David Campbell, to 
remove a porch and construct a 1 story addition on sonotubes in buffer to a 
coastal resource area. (Map 80 lot 30). 

 
Presenter: Bill Manuell, Wetlands & Land Management  
Mr. Manuell stated that this is an addition that will be constructed on pilings. It is 67’ 
away from coastal bank. The existing porch to be taken off, and then in fill and construct 
an addition 17’ 6” x 23..  It extends over a stone patio and a portion does extend to the 
grass area. There is a 33 square foot reduction of impervious. All work is to be done by 
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hand from digging the holes to the demolition of the porch. There is a minor change- the 
bump out is a window seat 1½ feet wide and would like it to be 3½ feet wide. It will 
require two extra sono tubes, so there will be 5 of them in total. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Conditions: 

• The plan to be submitted with required dimensions 
• Math to be submitted with extra sono tubes 
 
Motion: To approve 261 East Main Street, submitted by David Campbell, to 
remove a porch and construct a 1-story addition on sonotubes in buffer to a 
coastal resource area. (Map 80 lot 30). 

 
1st:Barry Gradwohl 
2nd:Ann Jo Jackson 
Vote: All approved 6-0 
 
B.  Continuation- 28-2034- 99A Essex Ave- Notice of Intent submitted by David Hill, 
Gloucester Hotel LLC, to construct a 15, 940, 00 sq. ft. commercial building, a 1,710 sq. 
ft canopy with associated excavation, foundation and utilities and parking area in 
riverfront and coastal bank resource area. (Map 216 lots 1, 17 &126) 
 
John Feener recused himself. 
 
Presenter: Mike DeRosa, DeRosa Environmental 
Mr. DeRosa responded to comments from Bill Jones letter from February 3, 2010. 
He reviewed a table showing the changes of impervious to pervious to the commission 
and stated that it was a redevelopment project. He also reviewed the eastern section of 
the site plan, regarding drainage, plantings, trail system for water access, and snow 
storage to the commission. (All documentation is available for review at the Community 
Development Office at 3 Pond Rd, Gloucester)  
Mr. Gulla asked what triggered the fundamental change in the plan. 
Mr. DeRosa stated that we ended up not needing it. 
 
Presenter: Charles Wear, Meridian Associates, Civil Engineer 
Mr. Wear stated that when he saw the plans there was no infiltration basin and the, bio 
retention cells were not placed properly. He stated that he started from scratch and also 
wanted to look at LID opportunities. We have incorporated water quality swales around 
the perimeter of the site. Those give only 50% removal rates. We still need to get to 
80% removal rate. 
The critical areas are the clamshell beds. The thing that is recommended for treatment 
for clam beds is a constructed wetland basin. The design of a constructed storm water 
basin is the primary treatment on the site. Secondly, was infiltration issue; I talked with 
Mike DeRosa and the contamination where it was on the site and how it was going to be 
handled. The building is in the same place and some of the parking has been changed. 
Mr. Wear also reviewed the drainage system. (Showed revised plan to board which is 
available for review at the Community Development office 3 Pond Rd.).  
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Bill Jones, John Crowe Associates, 50 Cross St Winchester, MA  
Mr. Jones stated that he has reviewed the new plan but not as of it as of yet. He stated 
that the plan represents an improvement over what seen before. There is some 
tweaking to be done on the water quality swales and some items in that regard. 
From the storm water handbook they have made great strides in bringing the project up 
and conforming to it rather than asking for waivers. The riverfront numbers still have to 
be checked. Mr. Jones stated that he will have to decide the best approach as this is a 
whole new plan that needs to be reviewed. 
Mr. Gulla asked Mr. Jones to research the tidal site flooding. I am concerned of the first 
floor of the structure etc. or inundating the systems that they design. 
Mr. Jones stated that the FEMA map states that the elevation is still 9’ and the structure 
is 12 ½’. 
. 
Public Comment: 
Sal Frontiero, 11 Stuart Road 
Mr. Frontiero stated that he didn’t see any change. The river is backing up into the 
drainage system. He was also concerned with the marsh issues and construction 
issues. 
 
Jill McGlashan, 64 Bond St. Gloucester, MA. 
Ms. McGlashan wanted clarification regarding the redevelopment and development 
areas and asked if it was resolved. 
Mr. Gulla stated that the commission voted in favor that is a redeveloped space. 
Ms. McGlashan stated the waterfront area 50% approval rate of the water being filtered 
and from what I understand is that you want 80 % of the whole working system. She 
stated she is encouraged with the commission concern of this subject. 
 
Susan Taormina 115 Essex Ave, Gloucester 
Ms. Taormina stated her concern of the water in the ground. There is a depression in 
the ground and there is standing water. She wonders where the water will go. The 
surrounding property to that house at #107 Essex Ave. floods up to one foot. She asked 
how that will impact that and the home surrounding it. She also stated that there is 
drainage from the street to my house to the marsh. 
 
Allen McGlahan 
Mr. McGlashan asked if this information was available. 
Ms. Press stated that all information is available at the Community Development Office 
at 3 Pond Rd and would investigate it being put on the city website. 
  
Tobin Dominick, 22 Wheeler Street, Gloucester 
Ms. Dominick read a letter on behalf of her father Andrew Dominick and on behalf of 
The Cape Ann Marina. The letter was in favor of the project, stating it would improve the 
area. It will be available for review at Community Development Office at 3 Pond Rd. 
 
Motion: To continue 28-2034- 99A Essex Ave- Notice of Intent submitted by David 
Hill, Gloucester Hotel LLC, to construct a 15, 940, 00 sq. ft. commercial building, a 
1,710 sq. ft canopy with associated excavation, foundation and utilities and 
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parking area in riverfront and coastal bank resource area. (Map 216 lots 1, 17 
&126) to November 3, 2010. 
 
1st: Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd:Barry Gradwohl 
Vote: All approved 5-0 
   
B. Requests for Certificates of Compliance 
 28-1923 34 Sleepy Hollow Rd 
 28-2052 54 Laurel St  
 28-1989 38 Stanwood Ave 
 28-1937 2 & 2 R Doanne Rd  
 28-1695 19 Riverside Rd 
 28-1887 11A Chester Sq 
 
Motion: To approve the Certificates of Compliance stated above. 
1st:Ann Jo Jackson 
2nd:Steve Phillips 
Vote: All approved 5-0  
  
If you would like additional information regarding the review status of a particular item, 
please contact the Community Development Conservation Department via e-mail at 
mdemick@gloucester-ma.gov or via phone at 978-281-9781. 
 
Additional information can also be obtained on the Conservation Web Page at 
www.gloucester-ma.gov   Click Community Development for a link to Conservation. 
 
Commission Members:  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please contact the Community 
Development office at 978-281-9781 or send Lisa or Marie an e-mail 


